Sarawak – The 1871 Issue
Introduction
Andrew Maclure and Archibald Gray
MacDonald set up business as engravers
and lithographic printers in 1835. Their first
premises were in Trongate, Glasgow but
by 1851 they had moved to Buchanan
Street and they later relocated to a 5storey purpose-built facility in Bothwell
Street. The firm also opened offices in
Liverpool in 1840, and London in 1845. In
1851 Maclure, MacDonald & Co imported
a Sigl machine from Germany which was
capable of printing 600 sheets an hour and
the company is believed to be the first in
the UK to use steam power for lithographic
printing.
In 1867 the company was commissioned
by the Government of Sarawak to produce
a 3 cent stamp that could be used for both
fiscal and postal use within Sarawak and
postal use between Sarawak and Straits
Settlements.
The stamp was issued on 1st March 1869,
nine months after the death of the first
Rajah, James Brooke.

Andrew
Maclure
of
Maclure,
McDonald & Co in full dress kilt,
photographed by Duncan Brown
circa 1856.

During 1869 the company was commissioned to produce a stamp of the same
denomination incorporating the portrait of the second Rajah, Charles Brooke. This
stamp was issued during January 1871. This issue is the subject of this display.
1869 Issue

1871 Issue

The display is divided into three sections:
1) The sheet layout, paper size and watermark, substituted transfers, separation
and perforation of impressions from stone 1.
2) Impressions from stones 2 and 3.
3) A plating guide to inclusive, shared and exclusive varieties.
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Sarawak – The 1871 Issue
Printed Sheet Layout
Each printing stone produced sheets of two hundred stamps. These were arranged
in two panes of one hundred with a gutter space between.
The left pane on the first printing stone, Stone 1, was assigned the letter ‘A’ and the
right pane ‘B’. As a result of the printing process the stamps on the right pane are
identified ‘A’ and those on the left ‘B’. Similarly for Stone 2 and 3 the left panes are
‘D’ and ‘F’ whilst the right panes are ‘C’ and ‘E’ respectively.
Pane D

Pane C

Diagram illustrating sheet from Stone 2
The stamps in the sheet positions highlighted are shown below.
D29

D39

D30

D40

C21

C22

C23

C31

C32

C33

D39
D40
C23
Colourless Flaw E2 Colourless Flaw A6 Colourless Flaw D5
Common to both
Exclusive to Pane
Exclusive to Pane
Panes *
‘D’ *
‘C’ *
* Flaw positions identified using the ‘Thirkell’ Position Finder *
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Paper Size and Watermark - Stone 1
The sheet size was 49cm by 28.5cm producing the two panes, each of which was
22cm by 26cm. The paper was manufactured with a watermark, ‘LNL’, reading
vertically and normally occurring twice on each sheet. The paper was not regarded
by the Printers as having a specific ‘front’, ‘back’, ‘top’ or ‘bottom’. Consequently the
watermark could be in four different orientations dependent on paper placement prior
to printing.

Normal

Normal Inverted

Reversed

Inverted Reversed

Watermark variation as viewed from the back of the printed sheet
A33

A34

A73

A74

Reverse with watermark
highlighted

Block from pane ‘A’ with ‘normal’ LNL watermark
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Inter-Pane and Pane Edges - Stone 1
The gutter, with a width of 18mm between Pane ‘B’ and Pane ‘A’, was often left
attached to one of the panes when the panes were separated.
B29

B30

A21

A22

B59

B60

A51

A52

Blocks showing inter-pane position

B01

B02

A39

A40

Pane edge examples
The selvedge on the edges of the sheet varied between 7 and 15mm. This variation
was due to the positioning of the paper prior to printing.
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Substituted Transfers
During the printing process three damaged impressions were replaced on the
secondary transfer sheet. These were in positions #10, #21 and #77. The
replacement impressions can be identified as they were slightly out of alignment in
relation to the rest of the pane.
A08

A09

A10

A55

A56

A57

A28

A29

A30

A75

A76

A77

A09 A10

Enlargement showing a small displacement of
A10 to the right compared to A20 below

A19 A20

A66 A67

Enlargement showing a large displacement of
A77 upwards compared to A76 adjacent

A76 A77
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Guillotine Separation - Stone 1
Apart from full sheets some shipments from the Printers were also separated down
the gutter into the two panes prior to despatch.
A91

A92

Pair showing vertical guillotine separation

Perforation - Stone 1
Perforation was gauge 11 using a single-line perforator. Each sheet required 22
vertical and 11 horizontal lines of perforation.
A25

A26

A27

Enlarged
horizontal
perforation
showing
misaligned
pins

A58

A59

A60

Enlarged vertical
perforation showing
typical ‘clover leaf’
intersection and
‘blind’ perforations
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Poor Impressions of Stone 2
The stamps printed from stone 2 generally lacked the clarity and depth of colour
compared with stone 1. As a result it was used for only a short print run.
Stone 1 Left Pane

B42

C47

C57

B43

Stone 2 Right Pane

C42

Stone 2 Right Pane C
C48
C49

C58

C59

C43

C50

C60

Identification Using Varieties Exclusive to Pane C
C49

C60

Colourless flaw under chin
Thirkell position F3

Colourless scratch on ear
Thirkell position E5
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The Three Stages of Stone 3
This stone was used to produce a very small number of stamps and these can be
from three development stages of the stone. The second and third stage show
progressively more retouches. It is probable that this stone only produced a few
proof sheets for each of the stages. These sheets were subsequently perforated.
Some panes were used for the 1892 1 cent overprint. Stamps from this stone are
exceedingly rare.
Stone 3 Right Pane Second Stage E2
E6

E7

E8

E9

E10

E66

E67

E68

E69

E70
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Retouching of Right Pane E of Stone 3
Only one example of a complete right pane E1 from stone 3 is known, together with
a reconstructed and almost complete pane with the 1892 1 cent overprint. Stamp
#73 from this second overprinted pane is illustrated below and shows a colourless
flaw in the engine-turning at 9 o’clock.
The #73 stamp of the second stage E2 pane shows this flaw has been partially
retouched.
Pane E1 #73

Pane E2 #73

Colourless flaw
Thirkell position E1

Partial retouch of flaw

71

91

Stone 3 Right Pane Second Stage E2
72
73
74

92

93

94

75

95
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Shared and Exclusive Constant Varieties
Stamps in the same position on the panes from the three stones often show
constant printing varieties in common. Some varieties may be shared by two or more
panes, but some only occur exclusively on one pane.
Stone
No.
1
2
3

Left
Pane
B
D
F

Right
Pane
A
C
E

Pane identification table

B84, B94

A84, A94

C84, C94

Shared (SV) and exclusive (EV) varieties from three different panes

Colourless
spur H3

Colourless flaw
B4

Coloured spot
A7

Coloured spot
H7

Colourless flaw
G3

SV
#94 on all
three panes

SV
#94 on panes
A and B

EV
#84 on pane B

EV
#84 on pane A

EV
#84 on pane C
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Pane Identification
1) Position #11

Colourless Flaw G5 Break in corner ‘B’ A6 Coloured dot H6
EV
IV
EV
On pane B
On all panes
On pane A

B11

B12

A11

A12

A11

2) Position #30

Colourless Flaw D6
EV
On pane A

A30

Coloured dot H7 Scratches C5 – G5
IV
EV
On all panes
On pane E

E30
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Pane Identification
3) Position #50

Colourless scratch F6 Blurred corner ‘B’ A7 Colourless flaw H1
EV
IV
EV
On pane B
On all panes
On pane A

B49

B50

A49

A50

Distinctive Constant Varieties
A17

Deformed ‘A’ A2-3
SV
On panes A and B

A17

C41

Colourless flaw D3
EV
On pane C

C41
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Position #97 – The ‘Stop after Three’ Shared Variety
This shared flaw is present on panes A, B and D; traces of it remain after retouching
on panes E and F but it does not occur on pane C.

B97

D96

D97

E96

A97

D98

E97

E98

A96

A97

E99

E100

A98
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Distinctive Constant Varieties
B72

B88

Colourless Flaw G5
SV
On panes A,B,D

B90

Colourless Flaw B2
EV
On pane B

B72

Long tail on ‘R’ H1
IV
On all panes

B88

A90

B91

A95

Colourless tail on ‘R’ H3
SV
On panes A,B,D

Colourless scratch H3
IV
On all panes

B91

A95

The 1871 three cent was the only stamp of this denomination available until the 1888
issue was released.

1888 3 cent
However large remainders of the 1871 three cent were used for provisional
overprints of 1892 and 1899.
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Postmarks & Cancellations
1) Seen from 1871 to 1892
‘S’ in Diamond of 10 Parallel Bars

One of the commonest cancellations on the 1871 3 cents, many
examples of which were ‘cancelled to order’.

2) Seen from 1871 to 1891
Dated Double Oval

The first dated canceller used in Sarawak.

3) Seen from 1871 to 1877
Boxed ‘PAID’ Undated

Not a common cancellation, and rarely seen on the 1871
3 cents, its main use was on the 1875 issue.

4) Seen from 1880 to 1891
Eccentric Single Circular Date Stamp

From late 1887 this canceller was used extensively for cancelling
‘to order’.
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Postmarks & Cancellations (2)
5) Seen from 1871 to 1892/3
Dated three-tiered Registration

A scarce cancellation on the 1871 3 cents.

6) Seen from 1871 to 1892

‘S’ in Diamond of 10 Parallel Bars in Violet

This cancellation is very rare on the 1871 3 cents and is much more common on the 1875
issue.

Black

Violet
1871 3 Cents

Violet

Black
1875 12 Cents

Sarawak – The ‘Hinton’ forgery
The ‘Rowland Hill Stamp Album’ compiled by
T.H.Hinton was published by E.Nister of
London (circa 1905/6).The album was intended
for beginners and was divided into sections on
The British Empire, Europe, Asia, Africa,
America and Oceania. Each page was headed
with two examples of stamps from the Country
(or Countries) to be collected on that page.
Some of these were photos but most were
illustrations which USUALLY bore a good
likeness of the stamp.
This was not the case on Page 25 – North
Borneo and Sarawak.

The crude representation of the 1871 Sarawak three cent (SG2) was
used to produce, or possibly illustrated from, a forgery in the issued colours
which is gummed and perforated 10½.

SG2 (genuine)

SG2 (forgery)

The forged stamp has a repair in the south-west corner which if viewed
from the reverse shows a lack of the yellow colouration, indicating the colour
was applied after production.

x3
Corner repair showing original illustration colours
The forgery was purchased in the Sarawak Specialists’ Society
auction held in October 2011. The stamp album was purchased in a secondhand shop in Plymouth in March 2012.

Sarawak – The 1875 Provisional
In the June 1874 issue of ‘The Sarawak Gazette’ a Government
notification was made that ‘…on or after a date of which due notice would be
given’ new postal rates would apply within Sarawak and as far as Singapore:
Letters
Newspapers
Books
Registration

6 cents per half ounce
2 cents each
6 cents per four Ounces
6 cents

The new postal rates were introduced on 1st January 1875 to coincide with the
release of the new stamp issue (2 cents, 4 cents, 6 cents, 8 cents and 12
cents). A delay in the availability of this new issue would have caused a
limited need for the 2 cents provisional. This delay is indicated by a mention of
the new issue in the December edition of ‘The Stamp Collectors’ Magazine’ in
which only the proofs are referred to (1).
The rate of 2 cents for Newspapers was the only one that could not be
catered for by the current 3 cents stamp, issued in 1871. Consequently until
the new 2 cents stamp was issued there was a very low demand for a 2 cents
provisional. This overprint was applied on an ‘as required’ basis for a very
short period of time in early 1875.

Pane A, #53

In the August 1876 edition of ‘The Philatelist’ a listing of
‘Recent and undescribed Emissions’ on page 105
includes:
Sarawak
From default of supply of the 2 cents lilac, the current 3
cents has been utilised with the required value ‘2 cents’
surcharged thereon in black.

This listing was based on an article which appeared the month before in the
‘Timbre Poste’. This article assumed the provisional had been issued in 1876
as a result of a shortage of the 2 cents stamp of the 1875 issue, rather than
the absence of a 2 cents value at the beginning of 1875.
The provenance of this provisional was further blurred
in the early 1880s when a number of stamps with
forged overprints were put on the market and accepted
as genuine. These forgeries were identified in 1892
when an investigation into the activities of the London
forgers, Benjamin, Sarpy and Jefferyes revealed dies
for the overprint, forged cancellation marks and a
number of copies of the forged provisional in their
workshops (2).

London Forgery

In the first edition of Stanley Gibbons Stamp catalogue in 1879 the provisional
is listed as:
‘1876. Surcharged. 2 cents, rect. (on 3 cents) brown on yellow.’
However by the end of the trial of the London forgers in 1892 the provisional
was considered ‘bogus’ – never had any actual official existence – by the
principal stamp catalogues; a status which still remains into the 21st Century.
References: (1) Hansford & Noble, (1935) Sarawak and her Stamps; The Times
Press; pp35-41
(2) Batty-Smith & Watterton, (1990) Sarawak: the issues of 1871 and
1875; Woolnough Ltd.; pp124-135

